(O[O0 WINERIES

Easy Sipping.
Caroline Granger,
owner of The

| Grange

ATRIPTO 'h {1

BOUNTIFUL

Hiif

PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY IS GIVING OTHER WINE REGIONS
A RUN FOR THEIR MONEY BY MARGARET SWAINE

he lure of Prince Edward County is like the siren’s song, irresistible to chefs,

farmers, winemakers and other foodie artisans but fraught with difficulties

for the people it entices to make their living here. However, none of this is

apparent to the tourists who flock to this bucolic region, which juts into Lake
Ontario south of Belleville and boasts grand sandbanks and quaint towns never far
[rom water views.

This is a great place for a weekend cruise, with 24 (and growing) wineries, lovely
inns, restaurants focused on locally sourced organic foods and pampering spas side
by side with vineyards, fruit orchards and vegetable farms. lts fertile appeal goes
back to the Empire Loyalists, who settled the area more than 200 years ago and
were well into farming by the early 1800s. Hillier even had a winery in the 1870s.
Life here, however, is not for the faint of spirit. The soil is more rock than earth, and
vines must be buried, or “hilled up,” every fall to survive the bitter winters.

The challenges have only encouraged the hearty and ardent lot that make wine
in “the County;” as they call it. As Ontario’s newest Designated Viticultural Area,
it’s the youngest officially recognized wine-grape growing region in the province.
County Cider, poised atop a limestone shingle ridge, was the region’s only winery in
2000 (albeit making apple-based wines). Today, the cider company also makes some
grape wines and remains a fine spot for lunch, with picnic tables overlooking Lake
Ontario. Down the road, the picturesque Waupoos Estates winery, which opened in
2001, made the County’s first grape wine — others soon followed.

Over dinner at Clara’s fine dining at the Claramount Inn in Picton, I had the privi-
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